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COURTESY OF THE MARK TWAIN HOUSE.
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BEGINNING IN THE16TH CENTURY, EDUCATED
men and a few women kept albums of quotes, poems and say-
ings they found memorable. These commonplace books began
as a way for an individual to record important items of interest,
but pages soon included houschold memos, recipes and jokes
contributed by the whole family. Many families followed the
instructions for indexing their
newspaper and other clippings
in philosopher John Locke’s
New Method of Making Common-
place Books, published in 1706.
These commonplace books
appealed to all types of people—
even presidents. While in office
from 1801 to 1809, Thomas
Jefferson filled his books—origi-
nally attributed to his grand-
daughters—with clippings of
poems and news of his presi-
dency gleaned from newspapers.
In 2002 Jonathan Gross, a pro-
fessor at DePaul University,
went to Monticello to work on a
book about Jefferson’s interest in
Romantic poetry and ended up
editing Thomas Jefferson’s
Scrapbooks: Poerms of Nation, Family
e Romantic Love (Steerforth
Press, 2006). In an article on
George Mason University's
History News Network, Gross
admits that he “could not picture
the author of the Declaration of
Independence with scissors and
PEIS[E, gluing pOE]TlS about D\VIS
and parrots on the back of his
OWwWn CDrrCSPUﬂanCC." But cut
and paste, he apparently did;
Jefferson’s scrapbooks are filled with hundreds of his favorite
poems, many illuminating the president’s vision of the new nation
and its leadership, as well as his views on family and romantic love.

WHETHERTHE COMPILER PURCHASED A BOUND
book or made one using fabric, cardboard or wallpaper, com-
monplace books continued to evolve in the 19th century; some-
times taking the form of illustrated journals or memory books.
Some individuals reused published books, pasting clippings right
onto the printed page. Hattie Harlow, a late 19th-century
Boston seamstress, used her handmade volumes to catalog her
knitting stitches and paste her swatches.

Abaove: Thomas Jefferson collected newspaper clippings as well as
musings on life, love and philosophy In his scrapbooks.
Below: Scrapbook aficionado Mark Twatn patented a self-pasting model.

In 1769, English publisher William Granger printed a history
of England, first with illustrations in the appendix and later with
clean pages for readers to personalize their copies with letters or
drawings. His name became synonymous with the production of
“extra-illustrated” volumes. A Grangerized book refers to one
with pictures and mementos either added to the blank pages
within a volume or to sheets
inserted later during rebinding,

Around the turn of the 19th
century, brightly colored die-cut
paper images known as scraps
became available in Germany.
The scraps, or ephemera,
appeared on package decorations
and greeting cards and were
meant to be disposable, not col-
lectible. But when children across
Europe and in the United States
began collecting them, publishers
capitalized on the craze by offer-
ing sheets of pictures suitable for
cutting and pasting. By 1800,
publisher Rudolph Ackerman
offered new items weekly.
Women and children used the
scraps not only to fill albums, but
also to decorate houschold items,

The hobby of preserving illus-
trations, clippings and memora-
bilia in a book gained a name in
1820 in a magazine called The
Scmpbook, By the mid-19th cen-
tury, middle-class families spent
leisure time placing “scrap” items
in blank paper books now known
as scrapbooks. Encouraged by
articles in women’s magazines,
mothers used alphabets of scrap as
teaching tools. Illustrations were sold in sets, and children collected
pictures and pasted favorite series in their books. Like scrapbooks,
visitor or friendship books also gained popularity during the
Victorian period. Young women collected hair weavings, auto-
graphs and tokens to add to their volumes whenever friends and
relatives came to visit.

President Rutherford B. Hayes and Mark Twain were other
famous practitioners of the hobby. Tiain dedicated Sundays to
his scrapbooks, and in 1872 he patented a self-pasting model,
eliminating the need for paste. By 1901, at least 57 different types
of scrapbooks bore Twain’s name. Ready-made scrapbooks
could be purchased from local booksellers or ordered from the
Montgomery Ward catalog,
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Photographs soon joined newsprint and colored scrap in
decorating the pages of scrapbooks. Alongside cards advertising
soap powder or pictures of African animals, scrapbook compil-
ers would add photos of great-grandma and grandpa at the
beach, accompanied by a handwritten note or caption. By the
time E.W. Gurley published Scrap-books and How to Make Them in
1880, scrapbooking was a favorite American pastime. The pop-
ularity of George Eastman’s Kodak camera in the 1880s only
increased the number of photos found in scrapbooks—and
from that point on, the personal camera blurred the boundaries
between photo albums and scrapbooks. Members of fraternal
societies, schools, clubs and churches collected photographs
and newspaper clippings to create bound volumes of the
history of their groups.

By the mid-20th century, scrapbooking
had declined in popularity. During
WWII, “Books Across the Seas,”

abook exchange program, briefly

revived the hobby. The trade
started when a shortage of books
led organizers to sponsor a scrap-

book exchange between students in
the United States and England.

A RESURGENCE OF interest in fa_mily
history in the 1970s—tied in popular cul-
ture to Alex Haley's Roots book and minis-
eries—revived the public’s enthusiasm for
preserving memorabilia. Instead of self—pasting

pages, this new generation
used magnetic photo
albums with self~adhesive
pages. Atan international
gencalogy conference in Salt
Lake City in 1980, several
individuals exhibited their
.‘icr:lplmnkﬁ of ](_;IIl][[')" ]1i5tt_>r}'
information and material,
sparking a new demand for

serapbook-related products
Today's scrapbooks arc a

long way from the simple 120

books kept in the 18th century,

Scrapbooks began as merely a

LR

way to retain quotes and poems,
but they've become an interna-
tional phenomena and a growing billion-dollar industry
Today's emphasis focuses on elaborate design and expression,
not merely the collection of clips, poems or thoughts Cur and
paste is slowly giving way to click and paste as digital scrap

booking programs  with ready -made templates become eas
ter to use, Though the exquisitely designed 215t century
scrapbook pages may ditfer in appearance from their 18th-cen

Ty counterparts, the gnnl remains the same saving a bit of
the past for the future
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PROTECTING

YOUR SCRAPBOOKS

hether your aficetots codatedian etic full OF mpbooks like the Sc:mpbmk ng T:heOdOI’e :
Ashmead Langstroth IT, whose 120 volumes reside at the Public Library of Cincinpati and;
Hamilton County; orproduwd only a single volurne, their books are hkei) INPOOLiT ;
t"l(.'?l'l c;{. lvlpbookb {‘1'0‘[!1 t}l{. ].‘I[L’ IQtJi"Ctnmry ch(. P! ese l'\-'atl(}r.l l"}bl,leb dcp(:ndlng O Hiy
the books were put togt,the.c, the type of giuc: used-and the paper quality of the pageb ';aye Archmqt i u'nolfl
Salls at the New England Historic Genealogical Socr(.ty in Boston. | '
: Wood pulp-based papers that first appeared around 1865 have become brittle due to the md conhenfo &
. the paper. The papers also yellow because of the natural substance of hgmn found'in wood puilp. Adhesrv- S s
used topaste items on the page can deteriorate, causing pieces tofall out or edges to break off (Jouslcicm%:.- )
all of the time spent compﬂmb an album, why not take time to ensure that it lasts for multiple gen nerations?:

" Byfol Towmg fmeral simple steps when storing and creating albums, you can slow the rate of decay:

SALVAGING OLD ALBUMS
& Start by placing your scrapboel\ in an acid- and lignin-free box wrapped in acid- and lignin-free tissue
- =_paper to prevent loose pieces from getting lost. You can also place sheets of acid- and lignin-free p"LPC’I

- * between the pages, though this can sometimes break the binding of the book. 1

If there are newspaper clippings in your scrapbook, you should consider photocopying the arncle onto
< quality office paper (acid-free, lignin-free, and not recycled) using p]gment toner and sronng that one.in

* your scrapbook
To protect your scrapbooks from damage, store them in mmndcn ess. c]oset in special containers away
from water pipes and direct heat. Try to limit the fluctuation of tcmpcmture and humldlq.! to extend the
life of the albums. 5
Ifyour 1|burn is seriously damaged, you might want to c::]f a conservator, though sur.h aservice is hkcl}' to ;
be expensive. Visit the Web site of the American Institute for Conservation of Historic and: Ajﬁstu. :

Works (http://aic stanford edu) fora free reﬁerml setvice for profuszona]s in youranea TR oK £
iy = E R

CRAFTING LASTING ALBUMS ki ' S
The Scrapbook Preservation Society (wwscmpbookpmscrwnormcretycom) has awca]t_l"! of
tion on 1pp10pmtc archival matcrmls to use when creating scmpbooka some. on]'uch mc:luc& i

passes l’AT
Adhesives: passes PAT, no }ateh ftubber .
Inks: plgl‘ﬂ&nt, fade -proof, watcrproof biccd—proof hgjhtfa:t pa:sscs PAT

; FINDlNG PROPER MﬂTERfALS
~The fo]lomngmuseum suppliers are good place-: to start for uc}uvaliy'

hght Impresmom inIaBrea, Calif - -
\ﬂmvhgllmnprmonsdlmwm (800) 828 6216
Hollinger Gorporation int Fredericksburg, Va
w\}whom:xgercorpcom (800) 634~ 0491
jersi ty Productsin Holyokc Mags, ¢

‘ersn.}'product:. con; (800) 628 1912




